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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 15th March 2011 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town 
Hall. 

 
Present:  

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Chair 
  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford PC 
David McCandless (JN) : St. Ives Community Speedwatch 
Tina Yates  (TY) : Fenstanton PC 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 
Mike Newman  (MN) : HDC 
Margaret Harlock (MH) : Warboys PC 
Gill Prangnell  (GP) : Colne PC 
Leslie Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 
Jon Neish  (JN) : Needingworth PC 
 

   
1 Apologies 
 
Bill Halford, Margaret Shardlow, Terry Rogers 
 

 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  18’th January  2011 
 
The minutes were approved. 
 
3 Matters arising from Minutes 
 
All  items are on the agenda 
 
4 Correspondence 
 
Letter:  CCC response to the Speed Limit Review:  
 



The Speed Limit review has been suspended. CS thinks this is a cost saving exercise. It may 
restart at the end of the year when they may have more money. 
 
The RSG could bring it up at the Forum. But should also request someone comes along from 
CCC who can answer any questions.  
 
A. OM to get it put on the agenda and CS will bring it up at the Forum on April 6th. 
 
Letter : St. Ives Town Clerk response regarding Speedwatch 
 
This letter is a response to a letter from RSG questioning the Council’s decision not to support 
Speedwatch and stating that speeding was a matter for the police. 
 
CS said the majority view of the TC is that people should not be preying on their neighbours. 
This view is unlikely to change.  
 
JC said she is applying to the St. Ives Town Council for more funding so there is some 
sensitivity. 
 
5 Neighbourhood Forum Reports 
 
St. Ives Forum   
 
There had been no St. Ives Forum since the last RSG meeting. 
The next St. Ives Forum on April 6th will be attended by CS who will present the item already 
discussed. 
 
Ramsey Forum  
 
MN had a short report on the last Forum meeting held on January 18th. His view was that the 
items had not really changed from the old police meetings. There is nothing of substance to claim 
success from. He said it was all very disappointing.  Nothing can be done on the Pidley speeding 
situation. A Ramsey Youth Forum has also been started.  
 
He added that someone from Warboys is going to the next Fprum meeting on April 19th. 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 25 Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way  - Map #34 
Issues The traffic at this point is fast and the West-going crossing is blind, making it particularly difficult 

for cycles and pedestrians to cross during the morning rush-hour.  
Speed limit also needs to be reviewed as the guided bus crossing is unsighted when approaching 
from the Hemmingford/Low road  roundabout  
TY said that the vegetation is a problem here now. It is difficult to see traffic coming round the 
roundabout. The sponsor should be contacted but better if two people write. 

 
Comment OM reported that Maxine Lester, the estate agents, are sponsoring the roundabout but the 

vegetation problem did not seem too bad. 
TY said there was still a problem for traffic from certain directions and visibility would get worse. 
Basically traffic approaches this roundabout too quickly and drivers cannot see what is coming. 
JC said the problem would be reduced if traffic was slower but the RSG proposals for reducing 
limits on the approaches to this roundabout had been rejected.  
It was felt that this is still an issue and the sponsors should be contacted. 
 
(See comments from Hilton in agenda item 10) 



Action OM to write to the sponsor re: condition of roundabout.  
 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 1. Bridge Street Parking 
 
The disabled parking should not be removed as some of the people who park here are attending 
nearby clinics and may have disability problems.  
 
JC asked CS if the St. Ives Town Council have any update on this situation. 
 
8 Speedwatch Update 
 
DM said that Speedwatch restricted its activities at the end of last year because of the lack of 
administrative support. Previously there were 300 letters a week being processed (6000 letters 
annually). 5% were hand delivered by PC Paul Curry for people caught doing in excess of 
45mph. Speedwatch concentrated on 30mph areas because you can save a child’s life at this 
speed whereas that is unlikely in 40 mph zones. 
 
Speedwatch had recently taken on Somersham as well and there is a new team there. They have 
been active on the Colne Road where there has never been any enforcement. They caught one 
motorbike doing 67 mph.  
 
A new initiative is to get the interactive signs to trigger at the ACPO +2 mph limit. They can then 
act on this alone.  
 
At the moment they are only processing the number of letters that can be dealt with. There was a 
meeting with the divisional commander but she can’t do anything to assist. However, this week 
there is a high level meeting where the role of volunteers is being considered.  
 
JC asked if new volunteers were still coming forward. DM said that they had a new volunteer 
from Fenton today. The name is also being changed to ‘Community SpeedWatch’. 
 
In view of the recent vote by St. Ives TC, JC asked if they get many Parish Councils which are 
negative in their attitude. DM said there were none. All have supported them so far.  
 
A continuing problem is that the Police have no system to deal with persistent offenders. 
However, they have secured funding for a central officer with a database which can identify third 
time offenders.  DM already had a database which did this and which was legal but the police 
have said that it was improper to use a civilian database. This meant no third time letters were 
going out. 
 
Speedwatch are constantly having to battle the regulations. The problem of persistent offenders is 
a case in point as there is nothing Speedwatch can do. But a different approach could be tried. 
The idea is to pass speeding information to the insurancecompanies. The Association of British 
Insurers has been approached and the response so far is not negative.  
 
CS asked if the camera team was taking over.  DM confirmed that this was correct.  
 
There is a day of action planned by the police & Speedwatch for Wednesday, May 4th.   This will 
target known hot spots. The police will provide 2 officers and there will also be fire officers 
present. JN said the emphasis would be more on education rather than ‘shock and awe’ tactics.  
 
 
 



 
 
9 Group Publicity 
 
OM explained that a number of people had expressed the opinion that the RSG needed to widen 
its circle of publicity as traditional information channels no longer seemed to be working. 
Suggestions were: 
 

• We should be sending the information to members not just to officers. We should 
‘cc’ people who are important. 

•  Open letters might be an idea. ie copying them to the press. Reports used to be 
sent to the Hunts Post.  JC asked JN if he could get some current numbers on 
accident statistics.  Perhaps we could put something in the paper about Speedwatch 
and also mention the cuts in the road budget which may be material. 

•  CS suggested publicity via the Andy Harper show on radio Cambridgeshire. 
However, JN advised that radio Cambridgeshire are probably not the best option 
and we should look more closely at who we are trying to target. 

 
10 Reports from Members 
 
MN, HDC:  Nothing specific to report but this could be his last meeting after 50 years as a 
councillor. 
 
ML, Bluntisham:  Nothing from Bluntisham. However she had been on a Hanson quarry visit. 
They are improving signage and the hauliers are contributing money. 
 
MH, Warboys:  Two good bits of news.  The problem with the dangerous road being has been 
solved. The second is a new traffic arrangement whereby there will be a restriction in the road.  
 
JN, Needingworth: There are concerns at the PC about the new pub at Compass Point where there 
are also plans for a hotel.  This could lead to potential problems at the roundabout.  
 
TY, Fenstanton: This will be her last meeting representing Fenstanton PC. JC thanked her for 
all her support and asked if there would be another representative coming from Fenstanton. 
 
GP, Colne:  Colne want 40mph signs on their bins. Mark Kemp had flagged up a technical issue 
with the stickers being  treated as repeater signs. The way of getting round this could be  with 
different wording. Eg. ‘Kill your speed’. The proposed protocol is being taken to CRSP and will 
then be rolled out to the crime reduction partnership in the summer. DM said he’d been 
investigating this and they have agreed to a trial of the ‘Speedwatch 30mph zone’. This will be 
done in Earith. It costs £1.50 each to produce a sticker but they can be sponsored. They will be 
much cheaper to produce in bulk. The RSG agreed it would sponsor 20.  
 
Action: DM to send a copy of the sticker design to OM to distribute with the minutes. 
 
CS, St. Ives: There had been a minor success with a problem in Station Road. Getting in from 
Market Street has been a problem. CS had a go at HDC about putting the cones out. HDC have 
agreed to put the cones out on Fridays and Mondays. CS wants part of the corner cut away but 
there is a ventilation pipe from the sewer which must be relocated. He is hoping that when the 
guided bus thing happens something will be done.  
 
LC, Houghton: It looks like they’ll get a cycle way from Hertford Marina to just past the Garden 
Center. CCC are hopeful. ML said they have £100k but that is the last of the money. This will 
link up to the guided busway.  
 



JC, Chair:  Should Cat’s eyes in the road be self-cleaning?. From Hertford roundabout to St.Ives 
you can’t see them at all at the moment.  
 
Action:  CS to add this to the question list for the Forum.  
 
BH, Hilton:  (by email): With regard to Agenda item 6, I previously fed back my views and (I 
thought!) valid arguments for a continuous 40mph along A1096, a road I use very frequently. Our 
views have been dismissed by those who believe they know better and I am wondering what 
value there is in these consultations, or indeed expressing any views to CCC officers.  In my 
opinion, the only way to exert pressure is via the elected members. 
 
With regard to Agenda item 8, we should be sensitive to St Ives whose elected members have 
reconfirmed the town does not need or want Speedwatch, though that is certainly not the case in 
some the villages elsewhere in the St Ives Area. 
 
11 AOB 
 

None 
 
12 Date of Next Meeting  
 
May 17’th 
 


